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GRAFTON'S Publications 


MODERN PUBLIC LIBRARIES: 
THEIR PLANNING AND DESIGN 


By E. H. Asupurner, B.Arch., F.R.I.B.A., A-D.Struct.E. Demy 8vo. Illus. 
Cloth. Pp. 192. 16 Plates and 12 folding Plans. Price £1 5s. Od, net 


The work particularly directs attention to the design and equipment of modern English municipal 
examples. Modern libraries are described and illustrated and such criticisms are offered as seem 
likely to be of assistance to future designers. The book covers a field which has been largely 


neglected for many years and, at a time which may well prove to be the lull ee = 
of intense building activity, the information it dives cannot fail to prove of to 


architects and librarians 


PHILOSOPHY OF CLASSIFICATION 


By A. Broaprrexp, M.A, (City Reference Library, Leicester). Cloth. Demy 

8vo. Pp. vi. 112. 12s. 6d. net 
The logic of classification tends, perhaps, to become stereotyped and unduly circumscribed in 
theoretical librarianship. The present work aims to do more justice to the subtleties of the subject, 
and to indicate a few of its wider bearings. Current views are critically estimated, in the spirit 
of controversy which is essential to the continued existence of any serious study. To those students 
who not only desire to pele classification successfully, but feel impelled (or are required) to 
go somewhat more ee cieny into classification as a mental instrument, this book 
where some of the problems lie, and what principles will help to clarify thought about them. 


IN THE PRESS 
LIBRARY ADMINISTRATION. By E. J. Carnetr. 
With an Introduction by Raymond Irwin. 10s, 6d. net 


AN INTRODUCTION TO LIBRARY CLASSIFICATION. 
7th Edition. By W. C. Berwick SAYERS 12s. 6d. net 


SUBJECT INDEX OF BOOKS 
PUBLISHED UP TO AND INCLUDING 1880. nd 
By R. A. Peppre (author of “ Place Names in Imprints,” “ Railway Literature, 
1556-1830,” “ Fifteenth Century Books,” “ National Biblions hies,” etc., a 
Fourth Series at £12 12s, Od. net per copy. Roy. 8vo. Cloth. Pp. xvi. 
A strictly limited edition. Prospectus with Specimen Page on Rosuicction. 


A few sets of Series I, II and III can still be supplied at £81 10s. Od. net the set. Postage will 
be extra. 


A TABULATION OF LIBRARIANSHIP 


Classified Tables for the Arrangement of all Types of Material relating to Libraries of all Kinds 


15s. 
A work for Post-war Library Service; New Buildings; New, Extended and Special Services ; 


Devel Inter-Library Relations; Organised Management Information. 
or LIBRARIANSHIP. 


GRAFTON & GO., Coptic House, 51 Great Russell Street, LONDON, W.C.1 


“iv 


1 
| 
i} 
| 
| 
i} 
| 
i] 
{ 
i} 
| 
| 
| 
] 
i| 
1} 
i? 
| 
| 


The Library World 


CONTENTS 


Lrprary on Centre. By M. S. Moore, A.L.A. 
January Rervections. By a ProvincrAL 
Ho.sorn Pusiic Lrsraries ... 
Lerrers ON Our AFFAIRS = ode 
AND THE USUAL FEATURES 


Editorial 

Our good custom, as we deem it, to wish our readers a larger measure of happiness and 
success than heretofore we repeat for 1947. There are many signs in the libraries to give en- 
couragement to the hope that they, the libraries, are now so well established everywhere 
that the old evils of complete disregard, penury and restriction will not recur and that, 
gradually but surely, the aims and the purpose tee which we stand will be realized. That 
they may be so for all readers of THe Lisrary Wor xp is, we believe, the best possible New 
Year wish. 

* * * - * 

Recognition, on almost the highest level, was given to library service, when the Prime 
Minister turned aside from his parliamentary duties for an hour or so at Chaucer House to 
commemorate the virtual completion of the work of the Interallied Book Centre. The reports 
in the press made no great display of the matter, perhaps because libraries are not scaldin 
news in a day of international arguments and parliamentary squabbles; the froth of life 
sparkles more than the depths. The Library Association was not even mentioned. In record 
of the work of the Centre a booklet retailing a part of the campaign has been published and 
is well worth reading. Much of the early history of the book salvage campaign has already 
been forgotten. It was in Croydon in 1941 that Mr. H.G. Judd, the dire€tor of Paper Salvage, 
uttered the startling suggestion that people should sacrifice their books. Amongst his audience 
the most startled one was Mr. Berwick Sayers who immediately wrote to The Times (Sept. 26, 
1941) suggesting that this would inevitably create a book-famine and suggesting the vetting 
of all books offered by competent people, and especially by the public librarian. Mr. Judd 
then formed a paper salvage committee on which Mr. Sayers served until the Library Asso- 
ciation was able to apply itself more fully to the matter than was then possible. This, of course, 
was only a part of the book-recovery scheme, but it placed it upon the right lines. 

* * * * * 


Years must elapse before the libraries of Europe can be revived to anything like their 
pre-war values ; the campaign for rehabilitation on a world scale must go on and we ho 
this country will participate in it as fully as its now somewhat restriéted means allow. e 
salvage campaign, in spite of the general assurance that little of permanent value was lost, 
has been responsible for the almost forlorn condition of the secondhand book market and 
we feel that much must have perished unknown to the scrutineers ; indeed, in a few towns 
the local chairman placed every obstacle in the way of those who were doing the vetting. 
We say this while recognizing that many gave every possible assistance. It is suggested that 
the National Central Library should take charge of book-recovery for libraries now that the 
Interallied Centre has gone. It is hoped that this will be so and that the appeal for books for 
the constructive and not destructive purposes may be continued or, we prefer to say, seeing 
that the giving seems to have died down, may be revived. 

* * * * * 


Birmingham loses its chief librarian by retirement this month. It was appropriate that 
he should occupy the presidential chair of the Library Association in the last year of his service, 
for he has done “‘ service to the State ” in a manner exemplary through a whole life-time spent 
in the great system of which for the past twenty years he has been the head. His devotion to 
the highest ideals has been sustained by a sélfless energy and an affection for all good workers 
and these qualities he has shown (as fewer know but some do) in his family life. We share 
the hope expressed elsewhere in our pages that librarianship will not lose his counsel and 
guidance for many years yet. 
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Our correspondent this month thinks he sees signs of the breaking of the book famine. 
We wish we were as sure of it. When orders for copies of such books as the Oxford Dictionary 
have to wait for six months in a queue we are a long way from any literary plenty. The 
exasperating thing is that the bookstalls continue to produce literary stuff that no librarian 
should buy and no really intelligent man would read, obviously using materials and labour 
that useful readers need. There are most unpleasant repercussions in libraries and librarians 
have to bear the reproaches of readers which should rightly be direéted elsewhere. 


* * * * * 


The grants made to ex-Service librarians for their refresher or completion courses have 
not been ungenerous ; but it is a severe drawback to the generosity that it takes so long to 
show itself. Some of the students have had to wait six months for an allocation and, even 
when it has been promised several, sometimes many, weeks before their drafts have arrived. 
The excuse made in the House that there was inadequate staff to cope with the rush was a 
confession of a lack of planning that we find it hard to accept. It is a pity that such good 
promises should have proved such an anxiety to so many students. 


x * * * * 


One well-known library has recently revised its ‘‘ bespoken ” system drastically. It was 
found that readers were in the habit of reserving as many as a dozen books at a time and 
these, of course, the most popular recent books. It, therefore, requested its readers ‘‘ not to 
reserve books unless they were urgently needed, and then only one at a time. Fiétion, of 
whatever age, was not to be reserved”. This is withholding a privilege that its readers had 
enjoyed for half a century and some of them did not like it. We are loth to restrié any service 
that the people have found to their liking or to their advantage and we shall wait with interest 
to see if it succeeds. The position seems to be that the modern public librarian has been so 
laudably eager to do his best for readers that they have seen in the library means to monopolise 
its best things. Such a monopoly may be good. It is a matter on which opinion will be 
divided. 

* * * * * 

Undoubtedly one of the privileges of a public library is to be able to supply its readers 
with copies of the books published in the overseas countries of the British Commonwealth, 
We have several times made the suggestion that these countries should provide us with a list 
of their publications. This is done both comprehensively and selectively for Australia by the 
Commonwealth National Library at Canberra; for New Zealand the General Assembly 
Library at Wellington issues a quarterly list of copyright publications—this, however, is not 
selective. It is nevertheless most useful, as giving an indication of the field: the list contains 
about 150 titles for the quarter, which would seem to indicate a fairly vigorous New Zealand 
authorship and publishing. 

* * * * 

We always like to draw attention to any literary work of a librarian. We have been 
specially touched by a beautiful set of verses by Dr. Arundell Esdaile on St. Thomas’s Day 
which he has used as accompaniment to his C hristmas greeting for 1946. We e hope that this 
is prelusive to a new volume of such lyrics by its distinguished author. Our object, apart 
from making this acknowledgment, is to ask our readers to keep us informed of any other 
cases of the literary work of librarians, especially of the younger ones. 

* * * * * 


The Lacock Abbey Magna Carta has arrived at the Library of Congress from England 
for purposes of exhibit, as announced by Luther H. Evans, Librarian of Congress. An A& 
of Parliament was necessary for the loan of this historic document which is the only perfeétly 
complete copy extant of the final version of the Great Charter of English liberties. It was 
taken to the United States by Mr. F. C. Francis, Secretary of the British Museum, and will 
be on display at the Library for two years from December 15, 1946. The bill authorizing the 
loan of this document to the Library of Congress was introduced by the Lord Chancellor, 
Lord Jowitt, who commented that the American people share this document with the British, 
since it is the foundation of American liberties as well as ours. 
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Library or Cultural Centre ? 
By M. S. Moore, A.L.A. 


Ever since the raising of the old penny rate limit, and particularly during the past fifteen 
years or so, our public libraries have made great strides in the development of their service 
to the community. At this crucial point in our progress, when decisive action has been 
taken to raise professional status to a level consistent with the part we try to play in the 
community, and the activities of a state-controlling government make the suggestions for 
state-controlled and supported library zones a matter for serious consideration by all thinking 
librarians, it is well that we should take stock of our trends of development and understand 
our future prospects. 

It would be interesting to know whether what may be called the “ extra-library ” 
functions which are so prevalent in America and of recent years in this country are independent 
developments, or whether such activities have been introduced into this country by a few 
American-impressed librarians. By ‘ extra-library ” activities I mean the supply of musical 
textbooks developing into the supply of scores, the loan of gramophone records and the 
promotion of musical societies and even of concerts. I mean the extension of the Art section 
into the colleétion of plates and photographs, of old prints and modern paintings until an 
art society and a small art gallery come into being. In some American libraries this has even 
been carried to the length of supplying special drawing tables in the departmental library 
at which draughtsmen and artists may work, and the Carnegie Corporation has supplied 
some of the medium-sized libraries with photographic instruction material, leading to the 
formation of photographic clubs. Some libraries in both countries maintain loan colleétions 
of lantern slides. 

All these aétivities are outside the scope of the librarian proper, as the custodian of 
books. In America the libraries started more or less from scratch, beginning about 1850 
without previous models to go on. They grew up, in many cases unsupported by rates, 
relying on various and often scanty sources of income, without tradition behind them, and 
catered as best they could for the demands of.an otherwise intelle€tually starved public. With 
the American love of experimentalization it is not surprising that they “ tried everything 
once.” In Europe we had the example of the great historical libraries before us, the libraries of 
monasteries, universities and learned societies. The main object of all these libraries was to 
make extensive colleétions of printed books, incunabula, manuscripts and records. 

As long as our public libraries were crippled financially by the rate limitation they con- 
fined themselves on the whole to this funétion. It seems to me that the point we should now 
consider is whether with the tremendous growth in literary output since the turn of the 
century, and the undoubted growth of the reading habit, we can afford to disperse our funds 
in so many channels. Should we not rather concentrate on the building and upkeep of really 
worth-while colleétions of books ? 

I am purposely omitting any reference to that peculiar British composite, the combined 
Library, Museum and Art Gallery. Either the Library or Museum or Gallery must suffer 
unless fully-qualified and enthusiastic staff can be supplied for each funétion, in which case 
they would be run as entirely separate entities and the museum or gallery would not be 
administered as an appendage to the library service. _ - 

A library activity which has greatly developed of recent years is the issue of booklists, 
serious booklists, popular booklists, booklists on special subjects and for special occasions. 
This use of publicity, along with posters and local newspaper items, has been taken over lock, 
stock and barrel from the commercial world and, we hope, does something towards indicating 
to the public the full scope of the public library service. But how many of the “ extra-library ” 
functions have been similarly adopted as a good publicity move, as the sign manual of a pro- 
gressive man, by librarians who have not considered the logical future development of 
such aétion ? 

Apart from the great danger of seriously weakening our library stock by dispersing our 
funds through too many channels, how long is the librarian going to be regarded as the 
qualified head of the cultural agglomeration he is bringing into being ? How many librarians— 
even if within the next twenty years or so it can be arranged that the majority get their pro- 
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fessional training in library schools and not in their spare time—will be sufficiently qualified 
in literature, art, music, science and commerce ? 

Logically, one of two things must happen. Either the librarians of the future must be 
drawn exclusively from university graduates with or without library training, leaving the 
vast mass of direét-entry librarians to reach merely the higher technical posts or, more de- 
sirably, the library as it is to-day in the more “ advanced ” instances will be turned into a zonal 
Department of Culture, something on the lines of the cultural centres run by the British 
Council to-day. This will then be run by an administrator with experts at the head of each 
department. In either case, it seems, the public librarian has already started on the road to- 
wards losing that autonomy which in the past has given scope to a handful of great librarians 
to raise the level of the public library to its position to-day. 

It is possible of course that the more extravagant of our “ extra-library ” activities may 
yet die a natural death, but whether or not such experiments in mass culture are best in- 
augurated by the enthusiastic but amateur librarian can only be judged by time and the future. 


January Reflections 

By A PROVINCIAL LIBRARIAN 
“You can always spot an imaginary conversation when it focusses on a special subject,” I 
began. “ Look at Landor, for example, whose ‘ Imaginary ’ ones are the best in our literature 


“What about Anthony Hope’s Dolly Dialogues, which, I seem to remember, Walter 
Besant was accustomed to say were the best in his day.” 

“ This seems to open a wider field than I meant to get into. The Dolly Dialogues are, to 
me and I suppose to me alone, rather boring. Bright young things who 3 

“ The old gag, Mr. Librarian, but what is the point of the artificiality, I suppose you mean 
that, of imaginary conversations ? Landor, whom you mentioned, is one CF the authors I 
promised to read when I was a boy. I sill mean to keep that promise.” 

“ Just this. There is what pretends to be an interview with me in the Register. It breaks 
into little snaps of faét as if they were extraéted from me one by one as a dentist removes 
obstinate teeth. The fact is that they asked me to write an account of our post-war work. 
Their ‘ interview ’ is their mode of presenting my essay, if it could be called that.” 

‘Ts that sort of thing usual ?” 

‘“‘ With me, yes, but of course I may be specially unfortunate in such things. It is a part 
of the journalist’s art to make you tell Ais story. Interviews are rarely genuine efforts to secure 
the opinions of the interviewed. He is required only to cross the T’s and dot the I’s of the 
investigator.” 

sounds somewhat trying.” 

“Tt is. Wherefore you may regard every alleged accurate report of a public speech with 
the utmost suspicion. Look carefully, too, at all news paragraphs which begin ‘ We under- 
Stand ’ or ‘ It is reported’ or ‘ We learn from ’—they usually introduce something that is the 
merest rumour or is manufactured.” 

“ Angling for correspondence, possibly. They can’t be doing much of that now. I read 
the interview in the Register myself. How does it displease you ? ” 

[I have not to be as circumspect with this Committeeman of mine as is usually necessary 
or desirable. We have been friends for many years and not once have we overstepped the 
genial courtesies. In ten years we have not reached the stage of Christian names. I have told 
him quite frankly, that the relation between an officer and his committee should become 
cordial but, so long as either is in office, the familiarity, that may breed contempt, should 
be avoided.] 

‘“‘ Apart from the manner of the spurious interview, I obje& to the allegation that 
technical books are more read, or psychology (a common gag) is in pe demand. Thus set 
apart in these paragraphs it conveys the view that our thousands of readers are all running 
after books on engineering or on Freudism and neglecting everything else.” 

“ Including For Ever Amber ? it 


““ Now, do bury that title in the oblivion it deserves ! Some folk like these interminable 
books, and women seem to have a delight in reading about the woman who throws her cap 
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over the windmill. To some the ideal is Florence Nightingale and Josephine Butler, but I 
wonder how many in their secret imagination would not prefer to be the Delilah-rulers of 
men—Aspasia, Cleopatra, Messalina, or Scariet OHara—although fear of the social conse- 
quences as the world is now made is a salutary deterrent.” 

There was a twinkle in my interlocutor’s eye,—‘‘ Of course, men are not attracted to such 
books?” 

“ They are, but every man I have met who has tackled the book you mention at least 
says that he has not been able to survive more than from fifty to two hundred pages of it. 
It is like Casanova without his genius, a variation of one theme without much variety and that 
soon palls. I once went to the Théatre Royal in Paris to a revue. The first undressed scenes 
were exciting, seeing that the sole attire of most of the ladies was a single rose, but at the end 

‘of about two hours of this I had reached such surfeit that I have never been able to endure 
nude shows since.” 

“Come,—you exaggerate. However, I take your point. But, as for the Aspasia- 
complex (may I call it that ?); could it exist without men who encourage and think they 
profit by it? And aren’t they a little lower than Aspasia herself ? ” 

“‘T don’t know, but possibly. Still: we have to remember that man is essentially the 
hunter. Byron says so; and therefore he has more excuses in Nature. Hasn’t he?” 

“‘ That is not the view of G.B.S. Remember Ann in Man and Superman—but—we seem 
to have got away from interviews and, frankly, sex conversation bores me as utterly as it does 
you. The interviewer you said, wants you to confirm his own story. How?” 

“ The skilful one comes with a series of leading questions which he puts to you with the 
air of an earnest seeker after truth. You answer him giving the actual facts. For example, 
that there is no distinétive change in the reading of the peoples since the war—which is the 
truth—or that the lamented death of H. G. Wells has not increased the pepensty of his books 
any more than the ninetieth birthday of Bernard Shaw has increased his, for the simple reason 
that they were read by nearly everybody before. But this will not suit the interviewer’s book ; 
he wants queues of readers falling over one another to get them and wrestling for the coveted 
volumes at the shelves. You allow that there might be a quick search, even argument, about 
a particular work. That’s enough; next week you find you have asserted all that he wanted 
you to do, and you have no remedy.” 

“ Tt is the fate of all public men.” 

To turn to another matter : 

‘* T have glanced at a number of a magazine on your desk that is new to me—The Library 
Journal—American, I see, and read this— 

‘ Library administrators and governing boards are themselves to blame for the present 
Staff shortage. Librarians are required to complete a four-year college course and then go 
to a one-year library school. After five years of expensive education, they are offered at the 
beginning salaries usually ranging from $110 to 125 per month. Financially, this program 
simply doesn’t make sense and there are no longer a sufficient number of young people 
who are willing to make the sacrifice which almost every librarian has to bear,’ 
and so on. That is £22 to £25 monthly ; how does that compare with us ?” 

“‘ Well—under our ‘ Charter’ our assistants get, if they are qualified, and are graded 
corretly 

“ What is corre@ly ?” 

‘‘Tt’s something I find difficult to define. Unfortunately for years it has been possible 
for a boy or girl in the teens to get through the exams and add A.L.A. to their names. At that 
age they can’t expect to go straight on the Professional scale at £330 plus bonus, in all £380 
(or in London £350, in all £400).” 

“* But these are graduates and are qualified further ! ” 

“Yes; in that case the {400 might be fair; that is $167 monthly.” 

‘‘ But I thought Americans were paid so much better than we are!” 

“ Worse, when their and our former costs of living are considered ; but ours are so high 
now that that comparative disadvantage has probably disappeared. The pound is worth 


only 


“T know. This training, however. You must forgive me, as a layman, but my main 
concern with the library is after all the person—boy or girl—who stamps my book. I suggest 
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it is absurd to ask the training Ralph Munn speaks of just for that. Boys of fourteen used to 
do it when I was a boy myself.” 

‘ They did and some of them are chiefs today. They have been the very persons who 
have dev ised the training scheme you think to be excessive.. Why ?” 

‘T wouldn’t dare to say that it was to pull up after them the ladder by which they had 
climbed, in order to keep the others down; for, of course, if you make the qualifications 
high and the salaries low, only a new type of Franciscan can be attraéted.” 

‘But don’t you think that argument is based upon the belief that library work is a 
secondary sort of occupation ? “ 

* But, I reply, yor do not consider it to require the training of an engineer, a solicitor or 
other handler of thousands of intricate matters, and pounds ? ” 

“We have something of that belief. Isn’t your belief on reflection, really, of the 
unwillingness of the Briton, in spite of experience and in spite of his ability to do so, to pay 
for his intellectual life ?” 

‘ Surely that is different. Your people who have intellectual accomplishments are few, 
I would say. You cannot expeé the boys and girls that hand out books to be paid as if they 
were giving educational service, can you ?” 

‘ Your view is too limited. Every library assistant does far more than that.” 

“ Possibly, but I am convinced that your qualifications are too high-falutin for the job. 
It would be wise to face that and to adjust the standard of the training to something commen- 
surate with the possible recompense.” 

‘You really can’t mean that. A library is so much more than you have described it 
to be.” 

‘ Naturally T speak of what I know. You mustn’t be indignant, but how is a layman to 
appreciate your seemingly expensive mysteries.” 

* If we ever have time I'll try to explain.” 


Holborn Public Libraries 


SATURDAY afternoon, 14th December, was an historic occasion for London, when 
the last of the old closed public libraries disappeared. The Holborn Public Library, which 
was opened in 1896, has been converted to “ open access” and was officially opened by 
Councillor A. H. Chaplin, F.L.A., Chairman of the Libraries Committee, the Worshipful 
the Mayor (Councillor George E. Cox, J.P.) presiding. 

The Chairman explained the difficulties which the new Committee had encountered in the 
carrying out of this projeét. The shortage of labour, building materials and timber had 
made them decide to make use of the material they had got and the bulk of the work was 
done by modifying the fittings already in the library. The new issue desk was simply the old 
counter taken to pieces and put together again and the bookcases had been reduced in height 
and moved to new positions. The Library had also been replenished by 6,000 new books. 
The Reading Room and the Reference Library had been re-equipped and brought up-to-date. 
In the Reference Library the ‘‘ open access ” system was also being introduced. 

Mr. J. D. Stewart, Chief Librarian of Bermondsey and Chairman of the Association of 
Metropolitan Chief L ibrarians, who was introduced by the Mayor, brought the good wishes 
and congratulations of library workers over the whole of the Metr ypolitan area, 

The future plans of the Borough Council include the establishment of a Branch and 
Children’s Library in Gray’s Inn Road, which it is hoped will be opened early in the spring. 


Liverpool Public Libraries 

War damage and destruétion in the Central Library buildings have recently been met 
by the construction of new Administration Offices, a Cataloguing Department, etc., on the 
‘ blitzed ” site of the William Brown Library building, adjacent to the circular Picton Read- 
ing Room (Reference Library). Accommodation for these two main departments has been 
provided in what were formerly the Newspapers, Patents and Directories Department. The 
equipment has naturally had to conform to war-time restriétions ; nevertheless it can be 
said that the City Architeét and the City Librarian have taken full advantage of the best 
material that was available. 
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Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear ERATOSTHENES, 

New Year’s Day 
is the time when, before contemplating the first—and sometimes, alas, the final—entry in 
the leather-bound gilt-edged diary, that a providential local authority bestows upon me, I 
like to have a mental tidying-up. This enables one to clear away the debris of broken schemes, 
discarded experiments, books that I began and did not continue, letters which being too 
long unanswered have now answered themselves or cannot sanely be answered ; I put back 
on the shelves with a sigh of regret books that I meant to read and have failed in reading. 
Clear up the desk ; a new day is here. Before one gets too far into 1947, a glance back may 
give us a point or two for contemplation, because we have to carry into the year the fixed 
mental farniture of the old one. Sometimes I wish that were not so because, if only we could 
have the experienced ability that history gives without its trammels, in librarianship as in 
even larger affairs, there would always be enthusiasm, initiative and faith, the three ingredients 
of the life satisfying and satisfactory. As that is out of the question, the 

Loox Back 

is interesting. There were no specially eager anticipations for 1946. The year before was 
more exciting in that way as it saw the end of the worst of our sufferings. It saw too a new 
Government ; the signs of stirring life under the debris ; the return of men and women to 
what they hoped was a new life. Things, as Savage reminds us, are never as good or bad as 
they yaeinthe remark is not original ; but, being what we are, we always think they ought 
to be as we hoped. Has there been any disillusionment in libraries ? A little, perhaps, with 
those who thought the New Jerusalem could be built out of devastation ina year. Thoughtful 
men and women have known that to be an impossibility and have been heartened by the 
possibilities rather than depressed by the difficulties. Most of us are so, I think, and I 
am not unhappy about our prospeéts. 

Economically the year was our best in municipal libraries, and I hope some reflection 
of the change (for change it is) will fall upon our non-municipal brethren. The National 
Charter, and its all but universal adoption, places even the youngest and least-qualified 
assistant who has common industry and punétuality above the poverty-line. It is significant 
of what was formerly the position that this can be said. It is true that the interpretation of the 
Charter is by no means generally satisfactory: and some authorities, unwisely I suggest, 
use clerical grades for librarians who are not, in any common interpretation of the word, 
clerks. We know very well why they do it. On the other hand, it is somewhat widely publicised 
that the qualifications of a librarianare easy and cheap to acquire and therefore are more than 
adequately paid. There was an article, by a woman, in a recent issue of an evening paper 
urging girls who had no special vocation for anything to consider—librarianship ; proceed- 
ing to indicate that senior women were getting some {600 a year. How many, I wonder. 
[am no mysoginist, but I am so alarmed at the rapid feminising of libraries that I am more 
than glad of the Charter which at last gives men the possibility of a life which, if on a far 
inferior level to that it offers the untrammelled woman, may be at least liveable. If England is 
not to have an Amazonian rule, by good sense, if all are to be paid equally, the family should 
be entirely maintained by the State. There is another point about Charter salaries ; they are 
bound to attraét men with good degrees who have eyes on ultimate salaries and, it may be, 
a race, alleged to be of higher type than we are (or than the others as we are always the excep- 
tions !) will run libraries in the near future. On the other hand, the pound is worthy exaétly 
four shillings as compared with 1910. If you are obsessed by governmental indexes, look 
up the wages in that year and see how many men were expeéted to bring up families on 
thirty bob a week, what were the amounts of outdoor relief, what a suit cost. Why, I used 
to dine at Lyons on a meat pudding, potatoes, tart and coffee—all for sevenpence! and at 
twenty was “‘ passing ” rich on two pounds a week which, by the bye, was much more than 
the average assistant then received. So perhaps the salaries we now get are not quite so 
good as they seem. 

There have been some retirements and appointments of special interest. Richard J. 
Gordon is the feature of the L.A. Record for December. His retirement has been mentioned 
in THe Lisrary Worxp too ; it was the most important of the year. Leeds is a big town and, 
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in spite of the nasty things Ruskin—was it ?—said about it—a place of great congregation, 
trade, industry and intelleétual interest. Its librarians from Yates upwards have done good work 
and, when Gordon went there, already a fine library system according to nineteenth century 
standards existed. He, however, transformed it and to-day most of the country can learn much 
from Leeds. With what joy, then, have we seen that he has not been allowed to go into the 
quiet of retirement without the highest recognition. As for H. M. Cashmore, his retirement 
does not come into 1946, although his successor at Birmingham has been appointed. Of him 
I can only say that the more I know of him the more I wonder at his amazing energy, versa- 
tility and other, indefinable, qualities of character. Will he be inactive now his official career 
has drawn to a close ? Even it he himself thinks so, I assure myself that his own vital tempera- 
ment and his known ingenuity will keep him aétive in many good causes and librarianship. 
I trust, will not lose him. Tue Furure 


always, curiously, centres for me in the Conference of the Library Association, This year 
it is at Brighton, as you know, in the week beginning June 8th and already some are booking 
their places. If a good programme eventuates this should be a valuable affair especially at 
this time. Last year we nailed the post-war colours to the mast; this, we should give some 
details of how those colours are to be served. Take the education problem. If our ideals are 
to be realized, every future librarian should be recruited either after a library school training 
or for a year or so before such training which should be required of all who wish to get on 
to the L.A. Register. This is no small change and will require some persuasion, especially 
when we recall that at Blackpool some authorities tried to make easy the admission of 
temporary war-time assistants who had no school certificates. I have deep sympathy with 
these youngsters (if they are young), but the past m libraries was often made difficult by the 
occupancy of posts by dear-old retainers who were without any qualifications. They were 
often estimable people and they have not been very prominent in the pe twenty years; but 
to introduce uneducated beginners now might revive a condition which should now be nearly 
extiné. But we do want our matriculants also to be vigorous and modest ; they must know 
they are beginners. Ultimately—the thought will intrude—a librarian is never the produé& 
of class or exam. ; he grows ina library. He is, however, a person that must be trained what- 
ever his gifts. We now face our 
EstIMATES 

and, in some towns, there will be no insuperable difficulty in getting a workable income. 
We want books and service chiefly with which to repair the aul serious effects of 1939-45 ; 
new buildings are out of the question and in most places even repairs are at the moment im- 
— This condition, we hope, will soon be relieved. I seem to see a little lifting of the 

ook-famine ; and some books—are there not six new editions of Persuasion—are returning 
to the market. In text-books it is acute as ever. Financially, will the pendulum swing ? Not 
in 1947, I fancy, although the mutterings of the private-enterpriser grow louder and “ rates ” 
are the thing he does not want to pay. Next year I think the slide may begin; so it is in- 
cumbent upon all librarians to plan well now. Let our estimates be honest. Binding costs 
twice as much, exaétly, as in 1939; printing thrice as much, approximately ; and books 
which we bought, forty years ago, at 3s. 3d., are now from tos. to 15s. Forty years, it is true, 
is a long time and novels have not increased proportionately to other articles of amusement. 
Real books are at least one-third more costly. Altogether, if we double the sum of our book 
and binding estimates of 1939 we shall be doing what is just and therefore reasonable. 

By midsummer, all the 
Lrprary SCHOOLS WILL BE OUT 
except for those students at the London University School who are taking there the two-year 
diploma course. There will then be some good young folk available for senior and semi- 
senior positions as many of them will be ex-Service. We must do what we can for these, in 
pursuance of the new Library Association ideals which I have been discussing. These men and 
women, who have lost important years, concern us deeply and we hope that the ordeal of the 
examination will not be too much for any number of them. I am watching this school experi- 
ment with profound interest. Let us meet soon—at what librarian’s gathering ? 
Vale ! KALLICRATES. 
W'e do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of “’ LertERS ON OuR AFFAIRS,” 
—Editor, THe Lisrary Worvp. 
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LUTTERWORTH 


CRABTREE PRESS LTD 


FORTHCOMING TITLES IN THE LUTTERWORTH LIBRARY 


THE TRANSMISSION OF Now available 
THE FAITH NEAR THE SUN 


GODFREY E. PHILLIPS 


twenty-five years’ service as By Vicror TEMPEsT 


India, Phillips ntment ot 
of Missions, Selly ham. Impr eSSIONS of a medical officer 
In this book he presents an over-all survey the of Bomber Command. 
Church's history and present practice in one matter, 
namely, how and what it transmits to, th with a foreword 
generation to converts. 8vo. 
REPRINT by Str ARCHIBALD SINCLAIR 
former Minister of Air) who F 
RELIGION IN THE 
VICTORIAN ERA “Tt is a plain tale of heroism 
simply told. It leaves me, and 
The Author treats of the Oxford Movement, Religion ieve j " 
ond Good I believe it will leave you, 
Cambridge School, the Press, Literature and Art. Wor- humbly grateful to the author 
New Methods, Federation and with and to the men of whom he 
writes.” 


LUTTERWORTH runes 


Sales Dept. : 4-12 Halliwick Court Parade, Price 6/- net 
Friern Barnet, London, N.12 


TIVOLI CRESCENT - BRIGHTON 


/BOOK-AUCTION RECORDS 


A PRICED AND ANNOTATED ANNUAL RECORD OF THE PRINCIPAL 
LONDON, NEW YORK, ETC., BOOK-AUCTIONS 


a 
The indispensable guide to the Current Values of Old Books in the _ 
British Isles and the United States of America. {2 2s. net fi 

Vol. 40, for Auction Season 1942-43, still available. Vol. 41 (1943-44) ready shortly. 
Vol. 42 (1944-45) im the press. ‘ie i 

Owing to the paper shortage the issue in Quarterly Parts is suspended until further notice. 

THE THIRD GENERAL INDEX, covering Vols. 21-30, now ready, price £5 5s. net. ‘ 


39 GREAT RUSSELL STREET, LONDON, W.C.1 
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Personal News 


Mr. H. V. Bonny, Chief Cataloguer, 


Southampton Public Libraries, has been 
appointed Chief Librarian, Gravesend. 
Mr. A. G. S. Enser, A.L.A., Branch 


Librarian, Nottingham P.L., to be Branch 
Supervisor, Swansea P.L. 

Mr. K. J. Mounrrecp, Distriét Librarian, 
Cleethorpes, to be Deputy County Librarian, 
Lindsey and Holland County Library. 

Mr. D. Boswett appointed Assistant, 
Cleethorpes Distri€é, Lindsey and Holland 
County Library. 

Miss J. Cappe appointed Assistant, Skeg- 
ness Distriét, Lindsey and Holland County 
Library. 

Miss J. Rostnson appointed Assistant, 
Spalding Distrié, Lindsey and Holland County 
Library. 

Miss S. WerErMAN appointed Assistant, 
Spalding Distrié, Lindsey and Holland County 
Library. 

Miss B. E. Rostnson, Assistant, Yorkshire 
(North Riding County Library) to be Assistant, 
Headquarters, Lindsey and Holland County 
Library. 

Miss P. Keiey appointed Assistant, 
Headquarters, Lindsey and Holland County 
Library. 

Miss G. Surron appointed Assistant, Head- 
quarters, Lindsey and Holland County Library. 

Miss J. HoLMAN appointed Assistant, Head- 
quarters, Lindsey and Holland County Library. 

Miss A. HEADLAND appointed Assistant, 
Headquarters, Lindsey and Holland County 
Library. 

Miss E. B. Librarian’s Secre- 
tary, Lindsey and Holland County Library. 


Topicalities 
Edited by E. R. McCotvin 
(The Polytechnic Library, W.1) 

The winter programme of the LONDON 
AND HOME COUNTIES BRANCH OF 
THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION is an ex- 
cellent one. On 27 Nov. Mr. P. M. de Paris 
talked on “ Library Planning and Information 
Room.” On Jan. 22 Miss I. Smith, formerly 
secretary of the Reference Group, is to speak 
on the work of the Group. This meeting will 
be at the London School of Economics. Later 
in Feb. a senior member of the staff of the Cen- 
tral Council for School broadcasting, is to 
speak on ‘ School Broadcasting and _ the 


Public Library,” and in April Mr. R. H. Hill 
is to speak on the work of the N.C.L. ‘‘ The 


Record,” the bulletin of the Viétoria Art 
Gallery and Municipal Library, BATH, shows 
an excellent selection of additions. It is good 
to see a bulletin so well printed in these 
difficult days. At CHESTERFIELD a special 
exhibition was held in conneétion with Youth 
Week. The public library issued a typewritten 
account of the facilities offered to youth by the 
libraries. From COLCHESTER has come an 
excellent list of ‘“‘ Books for the Practical 
Farmer.” Well selected and well printed, it is 
one of the most attractive items issued this 
month. FULHAM’S “ Book Marker ”’ is not 
the usual list of additions under author and 
title. These are worked together with very 
brief explaining notes under selected headings, 
It is well done. From GLASGOW comes a 
reading list on “An Approach to Literature.” 
HORNSEY now issues a small booklist, 
** Books of the Month.” From MITCHAM 
comes a useful four-page leaflet entitled ‘‘ The 
Technician’s Guide.” It covers engineering, 
wireless, building, etc. The lists of new ad- 
ditions from NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE 
are printed on long sheets and punched so 
that they can be filed. The selection is very 
good and the layout quite attractive. We have 
also received from Newcastle some useful 
Stylographed lists. One of these deals with 
““ Modern British Painters.” It is surprising 
to see that the Penguin Modern Painters are 
put in the Reference Library. In the new 
SOUTHPORT Library Bulletin is an article 
on “ Book Jackets,” by Vera .M. Pollard, 
F.L.A. STOCKPORT has issued two very 
good lists. The first is on photography and 
the second is on “‘ Make the Best of Your 
Food.” These must share the place for the 
most attractive publication this month both 
in matter and in presentation with Colchester. 
SWINTON AND PENDLEBURY have 
issued some good reading lists again. These 
cover the ballet, the amateur stage, photo- 
graphy and the cinema. In connection with 
the WIGAN September Centenary Celebra- 
tions, 1846-1946, a fine exhibition of docu- 
ments and printed books was organised at the 
libraries by Mr. Arthur J. Hawkes, F.L.A. Mr. 
Hawkes has also published an account of the 
“* Wigan Corporation Regalia.” 


Library Reports 
By Hersert C. SAWTELLE 
(Bermondsey Public Libraries) 
FutHamM Public Libraries.—52nd Annual Re- 
port, 1945-1946. Borough Librarian, W. T. 
Creed, A.L.A. Population (est.), 114,340. 
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Rate, 3.28d. Income from Rate, £16,035. 
Stock : Lending, 88,159 ; Reference,15,813. 
Additions, 14,168. Withdrawals, 9,355. 
Issues: Lending, 694,444; Reference, 
33,892. Borrowers, 22,016; extra tickets, 
28,671. Branches, 3. 

Fulham’s last full report covered the last pre-war 
year, so in this is given a summary of the ups and downs 
of the service during the war years, together with the 
notable doings of the past twelve months when the 
services rapidly approached normality. An almost un- 
interrupted public service was maintained throughout 
the war despite the attentions of the enemy on many 
occasions. Book circulation reached its peak in 1944, 
afid the aggregate for last year, although behind this 
record, was 132,269 above that of 1945. A temporary 
shop library was opened in 1940 in the Baron’s Court 
area, and this has proved a most successful institution, 
issuing more books each year then either of the per- 
manent branch libraries. The most notable event of the 
year was the Children’s Book Week, when upwards of 
2,000 children visited the Central Library to listen to 
talks, and see the special exhibition of children’s books. 
The success of this ‘‘ Week "’ is refleéted in the increase 
of 50,289 in the number of issues from the junior 
libraries. 

Henpon Public Libraries.—Report on the 
Library Service, 1939-1946. Chief Librarian, 
James E. Walker, F.L.A. Population (est.), 
151,000. Rate, 3.15d. Income from Rate, 
£23,780. Stock: Lending, 121,087; Refer- 
ence, 13,060. Additions, 11,069. With- 
drawals, 5,488. Issues: Lending, 996,662 ; 
Reference, 55,006; Schools, 112,187. 
Borrowers, 45,725; extra tickets, 64,713. 
Branches, 2. 

This is the first printed report to appear since 
1938-9, and it reviews the work of the libraries over the 
war period. Book circulation in 1938-9 was the highest 
ever recorded, but at no time during the war was this 
exceeded. Since the big drop in 1940 issues have 
rapidly increased and last year an increase of 38,897 
over the previous year was recorded. Issues from the 
junior and schools libraries are improving, while there 
isa noticeable increase in the use made of the reference 
libraries. The Mill Hill Branch Library was hit by an 
enemy bomb in 1940 and just over 700 books were lost. 
Neither of the other librarics were damaged at any time. 
In 1942 two temporary junior libraries were put into 
operation. In January, 1945, a very successful Children’s 
Book Week was held. The local colleétion has been en- 
tiched by the presentation of between 200 and 300 
items from the executors of the late Mr. F. Hitchin- 
Kemp. An exhibition illustrating “ Hendon Old and 
New " was visited by about 6,000 people. 
KINGSTON-UPON-THAMES Public Library, 

Museum and Art Gallery.—Annual Report, 
1945-1946. Borough Librarian and Curator, 
Harry Cross. Income from Rate, £45315. 
Stock : Lending, 30,654; Reference, 4,633. 
Additions, 2,860. Withdrawals, 2,074. 
Issues: Lending, 289,829; Reference, 
63,384. Borrowers, 9.031. 

Much good progress is reported in the year hear 
reviewed and it is evident the public is making increas- 


ing use of the Library, as the demand for books of all 
types continues to increase. When compared with last 
year book circulation shows an increase of over 6,000, 
and is rapidly rising towards the figures of the peak 
year, 1943-4, when the largest ever total was recorded. 
Increased use was made of the reference library, where 
it was noticed many students have returned to pursue 
courses of study. A travelling library was inaugurated 
during the year and at once became extremely popular. 
The Art Gallery has been brought into active use again, 
and four special exhibitions were arranged. Exhibits 
in the Museum have once more been placed on exhi- 
bition after their war-time seclusion. The Library co- 
operated with other departments of the Council in 
arranging an exhibition on Local Government. 


SWINDON Public Library.—3rd Annual Report, 
1945-1946. Chief Librarian, J. Swift, A.L.A. 
Population (est.), 65,520. Rate, 5.36d. In- 
come from Rate, £8,771. Stock: Lending, 
38,772; Junior, 8,195; Reference, 2,927. 
Additions, 8,484. Withdrawals, 3,486. 
Issues: Lending, 604,301; Junior, 94,363. 
Borrowers, 21,673 ; extra tickets, 21,160, 

In this survey of the second full year of the 
library service there is evidence of a settling down to 
normal a¢tivity, and an extremely efficient public service. 
Naturally book circulation has fallen off after the en- 
thusiasm usually conneéted with the establishment of a 
new libraty, but the service has developed considerably 
and in all branches of the work Steady progress has 
been made. An important development, which will 
undoubtedly have far-reaching consequences on the 
library’s work, is the bringing under one Committee 
the wider range of cultural aétivities of a Museum, Arts 
and Music. The ‘* Swindon Review,” the Committee’s 
most recent and ambitious venture, was sold out within 
ten days of publicagion. No record of the use made of 
the Reference Library is available, but it is noted that 
on many Occasions accommodation has proved in- 
sufficient for the many would-be readers. Co-operation 
between the Library and the schools has been furthered 
during the year by visits of classes for talks on the work 
of the Library. The provision of branch libraries is a 
problem facing the Authorities, as it is clearly apparent 
such provision is urgently required in the Borough. 
Mr. J. Swift, the Borough Librarian, resigned in May 
last on his appointment as Borough Librarian of 
Holborn; his successor is Mr. H, Jolliffe. 

West Ham Public Libraries. — Borough 
Librarian’s Report for the year ending 31$t 
March, 1946. Borough Librarian, E. R. 
Gamester. Population (eSt.), 157,484. Rate 
5.76d. Income from Rate, £27,851. Stock : 
Lending, 151,726; Reference, 27,742. Ad- 
ditions, 16,061. Withdrawals 9,698. Issues: 
Lending 1,351,545; Reference, 19,766; 
Children’s Reference, 7,962; Schools, 
37,069 ; Special Services, 8,414. Borrowers, 
26,586; extra tickets, 7,106, Branches, 7. 
1 Mobile Library. 

Satisfaction is expressed with the Steady progress 
in the work and development of the library service 
during the year being reviewed. There was a sub- 
Stantial increase in the number of readers registered, 
while book circulation reached an aggregate far in 
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d vance of any previous annual total. 133,906 more 
books were used last year than in the previous year. 
There was, naturally, a falling off of issues to such 
units as A.R.P. Depots, First Aid Posts, and Gun Sites, 
but a service to the Hospital was established and 5,300 
odd volumes were issued there. The three temporary 
branch libraries opened during the war have been 
uniformly successful. Two of these, however, have to 
be vacated and alternative premises are being sought 
to carry on the good work. All the libraries suffered 
damage at the hands of the enemy and a very con- 
siderable amount of Struétural repairs and redecoration 
ate necessary. The arrangement with the Bast Ham 
Authority for the working of a joint branch library 
continues to funétion admirably. About 3,000 readers 
from each Borough ‘are ticket holders at this library. 
The Gramophone Record Library was put to consider- 
able good use during the past year, particularly by 
schools and Youth Clubs. 


Book Selection Guide 


A Descriptive List of Books 
of Interest to Librarians 


PROFESSIONAL 

BULGARIAN BIBLIOGRAPHICAL 
Borov (T.) Why we need a Bulgarian 
Bibliographical Institute. Sofia, 1941.— 
Michoff (N. V.) Sofia before the Liberation. 
Bibliographical Statistical Outline. Sofia, 
1942.—Borov (T.) The Road to the Books. 
Introduction to Bibliography. Sofia, 1942. 
All in Bulgarian prices 20, 80, and 100 
respectively. 

The first three issues by the Bibliographical In- 
Stitute of Bulgaria. The first needs no explanation. 
The second is a useful bibliography of Bulgaria up to 
its declaration of independence. The third is an 
epitome of bibliography and if the text (in a language 
with which we regret we are not familiar) is as good 
as the bibliographical references it will be useful to 
Bulgarian bibliographical students. 

Martin (Lowell) Ed. Personnel Administra- 
tion in Libraries. Papers Presented before 
the Library Institute at the University of 
Chicago, August 27—September 1, 1945. 
Cambridge University Press. Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press. 16s. 6d. net 

The Library Institute devoted its meeting in 1945 
to the Study of Library Staffs and Staffing. Papers were 
read on every aspect of the subjeét, especially with 
reference to post-war conditions, and are printed in 
this volume. Among the authors were officials of the 
Federal Government, Direétors of Personnel in Cities, 
librarians and the Professor of the Graduate Library 
School of Chicago, the latter being the editor of the 
volume. The whole forms a very careful investigation 
into the subjeét and is worth the study of every librarian 
and committee man. 

GENERAL 

AUCASSIN AND NICOLETTE, an Old French 
Song-Tale. Coloured illus. F. Lewis. 
18s. od. net. 

The publishers of this delightful Story are to be 


INSTITUTE. | 


congratulated on producing this Gearing volume, 
rinted on hand made paper, with coloured illustrations 
” E. A. Cox, R.B.A., in such times as the present, 
It is not surprising that a de luxe edition like this one 
is striétly limited. As most readers are aware, this 
“ chante-fable ”’ has all the beauty, at once fragile and 
imperishable, of an enchanting work of art. The un- 
known author has created, in his light, clear verse and 
his still more delicate prose, a beautiful atmosphere of 
romance. 
Briccs (Martin S.) F.R.I.B.A. Puritan 
Archite€ture and its Future. Illus. Lutter- 


worth. 8s. 6d. net. 

Written by an architeé&t of wide experience, this 
timely volume should be of considerable value to all 
ministers, architeé&ts and building committees who are 
considering the rebuilding of bombed Churches and 
providing new Churches to serve new communities, 
Puritan archite€ture from 1600-1939 has been Studied 
in order that the author may lay emphasis on his ideals 
for the future. The large number of illustrations are 
most helpful. 

Britt (Reginald) Modern Painting and its 
Roots in European Tradition. Illus. 
Avalon Press. 8s. 6d. net. 

As with the former volumes in the “ Discussion 
on Art” series, this further book on Modern Painting 
is lavishly illustrated and written with an attractive ease. 
No doubt, many readers will desire to add this inexpen- 
sive volume to their colleétions. In the author's view 
modernistic painting should be shown as a projeétion 
from European art in past centuries. For those who 
wish to pursue the subje& further a short but well- 
chosen Bibliography is included. 

BrRUNNER (Emil). Justice and The Social 
Order. Trans. by Mary Hottinger. Lutter- 
worth. 15s. od. net. 

Professor Brunner has voiced the cry of many 
when he faces the problems of the day. Apart from his 
natural theolo ical bies, he writes sanely and logically 
of Justice and Equality and man’s right to freedom. 
If his first part is to some extent theoretical, the second 
part of his work is forcibly praétical, dealing, as it does, 
with justice in political, family and economic orders. 
Justice in the international order is dealt with in a 
special se€tion and his work will surely appeal to the 
thoughtful citizen who will agree that many of his 
conclusions on these looming questions are well worthy 
of careful consideration. 


Driscoit (Charles B.) Kansas Irish. Art & 


Educational Publishers. 12s. 6d. net. 

Big Flurry Driscoll, 47 years of age in 1883, built 
his Kansas farm home and, surrounded by his large 
family, carries on a life of Struggle and hard work and 
thoroughly enjoys it. Leaving Ireland behind him, he 
transforms himself from a sailor and fisherman into a 
farmer, and his great disappointment is that none of his 
numerous offspring desire to Stay on the farm. Bi 
Florry sees the family drifting away from him — 
cannot do anything about it. This was the tragedy of 


his life. A feature of the book is the inserted com-. 


mentaries on the events which precede each chapter. 
Foss (Hubert) Concertgoers’ Handbook. 
Sylvan Press. 15s. od. net. 
One of the great advantages of this most useful 
reference book is that it can easily be slipped into the 
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pocket and so consulted in the concert hall, instead of 
the library. Naturally a book of this convenient size 
cannot be exhaustive, but it does set out to give such a 
knowledge as is immediately helpful, within a reason- 
able space. A note on books in English to read about 
music is given in the Appendix. 


Fr. GasriEL, O.D.C. St. John of the Cross. 
Mercier Press. tos. 6d. net. 

Father Gabriel has produced an important and 
valuable introduétion for all Students and others 
interested in Studying the works of St. John of the 
Cross :—in particular for those who wish to consult 
Prof. Allison Peers’ definitive edition of the Saint’s 
works. As our author points out, his main theme is to 
help and to render the reading of the great mystic 
easicr, more attractive and more profitable. It is 
earnestly to be hoped such a Study will lead readers to 
seek the treasure contained in the wonderful books of 
this Saint, and to bear in mind that John of the Cross 
reveals himself only to those who know how to return 
to his writings and patiently meditate upon them at 
length. 

Grace (Edward). The Promise of the Years. 
Illus. Sylvan Press. 16s. od. net. : 

Here is the anodyne for the war years for which 
everyone is longing. The joys of nature and the loveli- 
ness of our land are depiéted in these pages. The text 
concerns a pleasant journey in charming beauty spots of 
the British Isles and the accompanying illustrations, 
reproduced from photographs by the author, are 
worthy of the whole. 


Herkors (H. G. G.) The Epistle of St. Paul 
to the Philippians. A Devotional Com- 
mentary. Lutterworth Press. 5s. od. net. 

The first of a new series of commentaries on 
various books of the Bible intended to facilitate the 
understanding of the Bible-reader who has no specialised 
knowledge and who desires to apply the inspired 
writings to the problems of the day, 


Jackson (Holbrook) Reading 
Faber. 15s. od. net. 

In this new volume from the pen of Mr. Holbrook 
Jackson the interest of the reader, as distiné from that 
of the author, and the critic, is considered. The central 
thesis is, that reading can be an art and the reader an 
artist. The special qualifications suggested for this 
approach are alertness of the senses, mind and the 
imagination and that it is only by the control of these 
faculties that a reader will share the author’s experi- 
ences. Further, the reader is advocated to read the 
books he likes, rather than to concentrate on the 
accepted masterpieces. 


Jonson (Dorothy) Giuliano the Innocent. 
Dakers. 25s. od. net. 


Giuliano di Medici, the younger brother of 
Lorenzo, known as “‘ The Magnificent” is the subjeé& 
of this biography in dialogue form. The story through 
which Giuliano is revealed has all the colour and 
romance, readers would anticipate from a Study based 
on a Renaissance Chronicle of Florence. This Floren- 
tine pageant and cavalcade is presented for the express 
purpose of giving us a piéture of the least-known of the 
Medicis. Apart from this, we have one of the finest 
Stories of brother-love ever told. 


of Books. 


Mayer (J. P.) Sociology of Film. Studies and 
Documents. Illus. Faber. 15s. od. net. 
This subje& is one that cannot be treated lightly. 
It deals with the reaétion of children and grown-ups 
to the film in all its forms. Considering the hold that 
the cinema has taken upon the populace, it is essential 
to the welfare of the country to discover the moral 
effe&t of the suggestions received in general from the 
type of fare offered as entertainment. Its recreational 
value is no doubt good, but the effeéts of sensation, 
emotion, and unethical standards of conduét have to be 
reckoned with. If indulged in too frequently the whole 
becomes a form of narcotic little calculated to improve 
the serious-mindedness of the addi&. Perhaps one of 
the most interesting se€tions of the work deals with the 
commentaries of both children and adults. They make 
interesting reading. The pictures of many film-stars in 
various roles gives verisimilitude to the author's con- 
tentions. An Appendix forms a questionnaire regarding 
visits to the cinema and the effect of them on the young 
spectator, and a useful bibliography caps the whole. 


Neat (Ernest G.) Exploring Nature with a 
Camera. Illus. Paul Elek. tos. 6d. net. 

Birds, inseéts, reptiles and badgers figure among 
these Studies, as well as we photography. A chapter 
is devoted to Winter Photography. A glossary of 
Biological and Photographic Terms is included and 
the work is written to help would-be naturalists who 
possess a camera. It will be found very valuable in its 
particular line. 


New TESTAMENT; The New Covenant com- 


monly called The New Testament of Our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Revised 
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Standard Version. Nelson. 12s. 6d, net. 
Introductory Booklet. 1s. od. net. 

This volume is the result of an authorised revision 
of the American Standard Version of tg01 and the 
King James Version of 1611, by. thirty-one of the fore- 
most Biblical scholars and teachers of our time. In- 
accuracies and errors of older versions have been 
correéted in the light of ancient manuscripts. It is in 
modern English, as archaic forms of ‘expression have 
been replaced by present day language. Much thought 
and care have gone to the design of this book, certainly 
the type chosen is admirable in every way. It should 
be noted that poetry is printed as such. 


Nicuo.as (B. Melville) When I Hid in the 
Marsh. Illus. Dakers. 6s. od. net. 

Readers will enjoy this volume, based on the 
author's personal observations over a period of many 
years, of watching the habits of the wild creatures in- 
habiting our marshes, rivers and Streams. All sorts 
of interesting information concerning the habits of 
these waterside creatures is given. This is a book, not 
only for the naturalist but also for all people who wish 
to understand something of the habits of otters, plovers, 
herons, curlews and voles and other species of birds 
and animals of our countryside. 


Roype Smrrn (Naomi) The State of Mind of 
Mrs. Sherwood. Illus. Macmillan. 7s. 6d. 


net. 

An interesting biography of an interesting person- 
ality. Mrs. Sherwood, a best-seller of the carly 19th 
century, is almost forgotten now in spite of the publica- 
tion of her autobiography in 1851 and its reprint in 
1910, It is difficult to say that Miss Naomi Royde Smith 
was altogether the right person to do the work, as her 
sympathies appear to be on quite a different religious 
plane to those of Mrs. Sherwood. Unfortunately 
there is no index to the book and no bibliography has 
been supplied. These two deficiencies in a biography 
of importance make the work of less value than it 
would have been had they been included. 


Tue SAYINGs oF Confucius. Coloured illus. 


F, Lewis. 25s. od, net. 

This handsome quarto, printed on hand-made 
paper, with illustrations and decorations by E. A. Cox, 
R.B.A., in a Limited edition, is a most welcome sight 
in these days of austerity. This particular edition of 
The Sayings of Confucius is taken from the translation 
of Dr. Legge in Eighteen hundred and sixty-one, The 
illustrations, all printed in colour, are admirable. Cer- 
tainly, this pleasing edition, should be on the shelves 
of all collectors. 

Suaw (C. K.) How to Runa Shop. C. & J. 
Temple. 3s. 6d. net. 

Useful hints, interspersed with humorous sketches, 
of how to establish and carry on retail business. Enter- 
prise, ability, common sense and unceasing energy, 
appear to be the best assets for making a success of a 
venture of this description, 

Sracy (Henry C.) Cat and Camera. _ Illus, 
Fountain Press. 8s. 6d. net. 

\ series of delightful cat Studies photographed 
by the author and worthily produced. No cat lover 
should be without this record of pets at their best. The 
text is short but to the point and it contains valuable 
hints as to “ how to do it.” 


Srapces (C. Percival) Birds in a Garden 
Sanctuary. Illus. Frederick Warne. 12s. 6d. 
net, 

Here we have a most welcome addition to the 
“ Wayside and Woodland Series,” ably written and 
well illustrated with 31 plates. The author has ex- 
plained in a simple and practical manner when and how 
the ordinary birds in our countryside and gardens 
should be proteéted. Whenever possible emphasis is 
laid on any measures that will attraét them to gardens 
and induce them to breed there. The habits of thirty- 
six of our commoner birds are dealt with in the later 
chapters. 

Tarr (J. M. S.) Bells and Pomegranates, 
Pickering & Inglis. 5s. od. net. 

Contains Parables in Verse, Salt and Seasoning, 
Seedlings and Songs. Praétically all of the poems are 
founded on texts. 

WacHer (John) Pleasures Without Change. 
Illus. Sylvan Press. 215. od. net. 

All sportsmen and country men will enjoy this 
excellent collection of sporting recollections, ranging 
from big game hunting in South Africa to tracking 
red deer over Exmoor. Certainly these pleasing 
reminiscences bring an infectious nostalgia for the open 
air. The series of drawings by James Lucas are singu- 
larly appropriate and are of high merit. 

Woop (Arthur S.) The Greatest Things. 
Foreword by Lord Rochester. Pickering. 


38. 6d. net. 

How to find the Eternal Realities. 

Wymer (Norman) English Country Crafts. 
Illus. Batsford. 12s, 6d. net. 

Readers will automatically anticipate a_ well 
illustrated book from the house of Batsford, nor will 
they be disappointed in this new volume. The 106 
carefully chosen photographs and reproductions from 
old prints, form a fine and useful pictorial record of 
English Country Crafts. Mr. Wymer, writing from 
first-hand knowledge, describes some sixty English 
crafts and traces their history and development. This 
is not only a book for the student, but for those inter 
eSted in the life and work of the English countrside. 


YounG (A. P.) The World of Industry. Illus. 
George Gill. 12s. 6d. net. 

\n effeétive Study of the whole of British industry, 
its organisation and its future. The author reviews 
the mechanised civilization of to-day, Studies the 
factory syStem in its relations to life in general, suggests 
that planning, teamwork and service are the golden 
keys and then considers the outlook from the village 
to the world at large. 


FICTION 


BRENNAN (Elizabeth) Am I my Brother’s 
Keeper? Metropolitan Publishing Co. 
8s. 6d. net. 

Two brothers, both dottors, take up posts in a 
West Coast hospital. Stella, John and Barry have been 
friends since early childhood and, when they meet as 
grown-ups, complications begin. Quarrels between the 
brothers ensue and are increased by their mutual love 
for Sally. A good story well characterised and with a 
Strong love interest. 
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GranaMm (Winston) Demelza. A Novel of 
Cornwall, 1788-1790. Ward, Lock. 9s. 6d. 
net. 

This vivid Cornish Story begins with the birth of 
Julia Poldark, daughter of Ross and Demelza, the 
kitchen-maid he has married, already known to the 
author's readers in a previous novel. Two celebration 
parties are to be given, though Ross contends that 
they’ve not had twins. Demelza says in reply ‘ ‘there's 
your people and there’s my people, and you can’t mix 
cream and onions.” But the main Story lies with Julia’s 
parents, their Strivings, their disagreements and 
quarrels, their friends and enemies ; a tale of real life 
set in cighteenth-century Cornwall, which will definitely 
enhance the author's already well-known reputation 
for sound fiétion. 

GrAZEBROOK (O. F.) Nicanor of Athens. The 
Autobiography of an Unknown Citizen. 
Cambridge University Press. tos, 6d. net. 

Laid in the most famous city of Athens, two thou- 
said four hundred years ago, this classical Story purports 
to be the life of a man who has lived through wars and 
knows how to describe them ; but the scenes are not 
all battle scenes, life is described on a farm, as a young 
soldier, as a lover, as one betrothed and married young 
to a poet’s niece, Chrysilla, who brought him a good 
dowry, and as a father of three sons. His life as a 
soldier is well piétured and the whole breathes forth 
the voslsiealiiondle of life in that carly period. 
Kivparrick (Florence A.) Elizabeth the 

Sleuth. Frontis. Jenkins. 8s. 6d. net. 

Elizabeth is as amusing as ever in her new incar- 
nation as porter to a block of luxury flats. She has 
many problems to deal with but of course comes out 
on top every time. 

Linpsay (Jack) Time to Live. Dakers. 
gs. 6d. net. 

V.E. Day is a time for celebration and a party has 
been arranged. Most of this breezy Story tells of the 
preparations for the great affair and by Chapter 16 we 
come to the Street Party for Kids, and two chapters 
later the Concert Party and Dance take place. Very 
exhilarating and jolly good entertainment. 

Mor.anp (Nigel) Strangely She Died. Jen- 
kins. 8s. 6d. net. 

Malone, the scientist attached to Scotland Yard, 
has his work cut out when the famous dress-model 
Lanthia was shot with a diamond bullet, and a 
mysterious glowing cardboard was found on her 
dressing table. One of Nigel Morland’s best yarns. 
Portwin (E. T.) The Zero Ray Terrors. Col. 

Frontis. Vawser & Wiles. 5s. net. 

\ semi-scientific romance about some wonderful 
rays that first increased the size of rats and then were 
turned on to do the general public a lot of harm through 
the sewers. A whirl of aétion and a big thrill ! 

Rivers (Dorothy) Time Will Tell. Jenkins. 
8s. 6d. 

Clunie Munro was a homemaker par excellence, and 
when her brother Anthony loses Marjorie his wife in 
a train smash she hurries to him to keep house for him 
and look after his little son Thomas. At Mallards, their 
house, she meets with Major Barry Harlow, with whom 
she has fallen in love, but a disturbing element inter- 
venes in the person of Barbara Granvail, and only after 
many thrills is happiness achieved. 


Rusu (Philip) Freedom is the Man. Dakers, 
gs. 6d 


Gerrard Winstanley, merchant and freeman of the 
City of London, was a socialist of his day, namely, the 
middle of the seventeenth century. Mr. Rush makes 
him his hero, and very ably presents the period as a 
background to the central figure. A novel which has 
a great deal to recommend it. 

Sansom (William) Ed. Choice: Some New 
Stories and Prose. Illus. Progress Publish- 
ing. 8s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Leonard Rosoman’s decorations are described 
as “ exciting” and they do to some degree represent 
the flavour of the text. They are unusual, not to | 
exotic and should be read to be thoroughly appreciated. 
There are sixteen Stories in all, one each by well-known 
authors, amongst them William Plomer, Sidney Keyes, 

+ Elizabeth Bowen, Hugh Massingham, and Arthur 

Waley. 

Sarurpay Saca. A Colleéion of Contempor- 
ary Short Stories. Progress Publishing Co. 
2s. 6d. net. 

These Stories have been seleéted by an Editorial 
Committee and all but one appear for the first time. 
They are well up to Standard. 

SHevtiey (Gerard) Folk Tales of the Soviet 
Union. Translation. Illus. Jenkins. 5s. 
net. 

The Folk Tales of the Soviet Union are fairy tales 
of a Strong moral significance, fascinating and refreshin 
and imbued with the magic that is charaéteristic of “all 
Russian Stories. The illustrations portray the story 
delightfully and with imagination. 

Sommer (Ernest) Revolt of the Saints. Alliance 
Press. 8s. 6d. net. 

The scene is laid in Jewtown ruled by the Germans 
in Poland and the Story tells of the fear and despair, 
and sometimes of great courage of those who dwelt and 
worked in the “‘ death-faétory.” A harrowing tale in 
which Michael and Ruth march forth to meet their 


tragic fate. 
JUVENILE 
Cam. The Story of Margaret Field-Mouse. 
Coloured illus. John Lane. 5s. od. net. 
Children will revel in this story of the Field-mouse 
who lived with her friend, Crocus Frog, in the cosy 
little house at the root of an elm tree. Naturally the 
piétures drawn by the author are the most interesting 
possible, and the children who have been lucky 
enough to secure “ Barbara Lamb ” and “ Buttercup 
Fairy ” by the same author will wait impatiently, after 
appreciating “‘ Margaret Field-mouse,” for the next of 
the series, which is to be “‘ Timothy Tabbycat.”’ 
FAuLKNER-Horne (Shirley) Mexican Saddle. 
Illus. Witherby. 7s. 6d. net. 
lan Paisley goes to a jumble sale and there picks 
up a Mexican saddle. His sister Veronica goes to the 
Stable to examine the purchase and says, “ It’s quite 
smart, but whatever is the good of it?” Then they 
saddle Cider and the fun oud danger begin. Inspector 
Reed of the Big Five sums up the situation admirably 
in a toast. “ Pitting their brains against crooks of the 
day, they followed their hunches and chased them 
away... All this was done, you will doubtlessly see, 
Without the assistance of the C.1.D.” 
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HickMAN (Frank) “ Halfpennies.” A Book of 
Verse for the Young in Spirit. Illus. Pendu- 
lum Publications. 6s. od. net. 

Poems for little ones which will appeal to librarians 
as it is written by one of them. Mr. Frank Hickman 
was for a time in charge of the children’s department at 
Bermondsey Public Libraries, so that he knows every- 
thing about the books which children like. He gave 
Story Hours and Poetry Readings to them which were 
much appreciated, and his verses will have a special 
appeal. The illustrations by Rosalind M. Turvey make 
a good accompaniment to the short poems. 

Jouns (Captain W. E.) Gimlet Comes Home. 
Another Adventure of King of the Com- 
mandos and his Three Musketeers, 
Copper” Colson, Trapper” Troublay, 
and ‘‘ Cub” Peters. Illus. 
London Press. 6s. od. net. 

Another Commando Story from a Johns. 
Gimlet and his three associates are at their in this 
rapidly moving Story of their struggle with a mysterious 
gang. 

Moore (Mary F.) Crusading Holiday. Illus. 
Sylvan Press. 7s. 6d. net. 

Roger Hammond, his sister Ann, and his brother 
Joe plan an exciting holiday. They recongtruét the 
Crusades and Miss Scott joins in the fun by giving the 
adventurous trio sealed orders. Then Mr. Levens 
who has a houseboat joins in so that they can voyage 
to the Holy Land, storms arise and the lifeboat is called. 
The pen drawings make the pretence more realistic. 
SeveRN (David) Forest Holiday. [llus. John 

Lane. 7s. 6d. net. 

Bill Robinson, alias Crusoe, plays an important 
part in the adventures which beset Derek and Diana 
Longmore and Titch and Michael Crosbie, when they 
set out to seek him under the Royal Oak—"“ the biggest 
tree in the forest."’ Crusoe is an old favourite and in 
this tale he is caravanning and keeps well ahead of his 
followers to whom various incidents, chiefly conneéted 
with a band of gypsies occur. Very tricky, quite 
romantic and a climax worth waiting for. 

Srracuey (Richard) Little Reuben’s Island. 
Illus., some coloured, by Simonette Strachey. 
Music by Robert Irving. Witherby. 6s. od. 
net. 

Little Reuben and Little Rachel go on a wonderful 
picnic sponsored by The Magic Orange Pip. Their 
adventures include a voyage on a raft, a ride on the 
back of a turtle, a sojourn in an ant-heap house and 
other exciting adventures which will keep children 
thoroughly amused and happy. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 


\MERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION BULLE- 
TIN, Oober 15th, November, 1946.—THE BOOK- 
SHELF, November, 1946.—BRITISH BOOKS TO 
COME, November, 1946.—BRITISH BOOK NEWS, 
December, 1946.—EVERYMAN, November, 1946.-—— 
THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION RECORD, Decem- 
ber, 1946.—MORE BOOKS, The Bulletin of The 
Boston Public Library, O&ober, November, December, 
1946.—SEASCAPE, The Coast Quarterly, Autumn, 
1946.—SIXTEEN MIE FILM USER, November, 
1946. 


University of - 


Correspondence 


16¢h November, 1946. 
Tue Eprror, “ THe Lrsrary Wor.p.” 
Sir, 

I note your reference to salaries on page 58; 
where you quote from Greenwood’s Library 
Year Book for 1900 giving Wigan as the 
‘‘ classic example ” of library salaries in 1900, 

You quote inaccurately, the Librarian's 
salary given in the Year Book is £300 nog 
£250; but why “ classic example” when the 
librarians’ salary compares highly favourably 
with the salaries of the great towns as given im 
the same Year Book. The title “‘ sub-librarian” 
given to the senior of the four assistants thes 
employed was Greenwood’s appellation not 
the Library’s. Taking one or two examples 
from the same Year book, chosen hurriedly, 
it is evident that the Wigan salary at the time 
was not a bad one: 


Librarian's 

salary 
Wigan (pop. 63,000) .. ‘ £300 
Bournemouth (pop. 58, £150 
Croydon (pop. 128,000) £300 
Leeds (pop. 423,000) £350 ‘s 
Nottingham (pop. 236, 137) -. £290 
Preston (pop. 113,573) - £162 
Salford (pop. 218,244) nae £275 
West Ham (pop. 315,000)... £350 


Clearly it was unnecessary to specify Wigan ig 
the manner you adopt—or is the Liprary 
WokrLp trying to compete with the music hall 
comedians ? 


Yours, etc., 


Central Public Library, 
Wigan. 


A. J. HAwKEs, 
Borough Librariams 


[Mr. Hawkes is right about the £300 and iff 
his comparison. He has, however, misread 
our intention and surely is unduly sensitively 
about the reference to Wigan although wé 
appreciate his jealousy for the good name of 
the town. Our reference was to the oftena 
quoted contrast between the salary of them 
Librarian there and the less than labourers 
wage of {52 paid to the Sub-librarian ; it wag 
not a criticism of the Librarian’s salary 
Possibly each, by the then accepted standards, 
was paid what he was worth ; we don’t know 9m 
but the contrast was deplorable. This is surely 
no criticism of the fine library itself which # 
succession of able and scholarly librarians has 
built up.—Ebrror.] 
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